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TREE OF DREAMS 


The Chicago Park District kicked off the holiday season with the lighting of the city’s Christmas tree in 
Millennium Park on Friday. The McCormick Tribune Ice Rink also opened Friday. This year’s tree is a 
62-foot-tall Norway spruce donated by the Dorfler family. “It was my husband’s dream for it to go some- 
where to be used as a Christmas tree,” Darlene Dorfler said when the tree was harvested in Grayslake 
earlier this month. Her husband, Frank, passed away in 2016. The tree will be on display until Jan. 6. 


Men granted 
new trials in 
1994 slaying 


Judge allows I-bond release after DNA 
from rape-murder doesn’t match them 


By GREGORY PRATT 
AND MEGAN CREPEAU 
Chicago Tribune 


Cook County prosecutors 
have agreed to a retrial for two 
men convicted ofa1994 rape and 
murder that recent DNA testing 
suggests they did not commit. 

On Friday, Cook County 
Judge Dennis Porter vacated the 
convictions for Nevest Coleman 
and Darryl Fulton, who are 
serving life sentences and have 
been behind bars for more than 
23 years. 

Porter ordered a new trial and 
granted them each an I-bond, 
meaning they can go free on 
their own recognizance. Attor- 
neys for both men said they 
expect to pick up their clients 
from prison Monday. 

Forensic testing this year sug- 
gested the two men might be 
innocent: Semen from the vic- 
tim’s underwear is linked to a 
serial rapist “with almost scien- 
tific certainty” according to a 
petition filed over the summer 
by Coleman’s attorney. 

DNA found under the victim’s 
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Attorneys for Nevest Coleman, 
above, and Darryl Fulton expect 
them to leave prison Monday. 


fingernails and on her sweatshirt 
does not match the men serving 
time for the crime, but the serial 
rapist, who has not been publicly 
identified, could not be excluded 
as the source of that DNA, the 
petition stated. 

Prosecutors are still waiting 
for full DNA results, which they 


Turn to Retrial, Page 4 


Alleged Outlaw held 
in bartender’s death 


Member of notorious 
biker club concealed 
homicide, officials say 


By ALICIA FABBRE 
AND VIKKI ORTIZ HEALY 
Chicago Tribune 


A Coal City man has been 
named in a warrant charging 
him with concealing a homicide 
in the shooting death of a 
24-year-old New Lenox Town- 
ship woman whom he had been 
dating recently, officials said 
Friday. 

Kankakee County State’s At- 
torney Jim Rowe confirmed that 
Jeremy Boshears, 32, is being 
charged in the death of Kaitlyn 
Kearns, whose body was discov- 
ered this week in her vehicle in a 
rural part of the county. An 
arrest warrant lists his bail at 
$250,000. 

According to a news release 
from the Will County state’s 
attorney’s office, Boshears and 
Kearns had been dating for two 
weeks. They met about four 


weeks ago in the Joliet bar 
where Kearns was working. 

Attorney Neil Patel, who said 
he is representing Boshears, said 
Friday his client was in custody 
in Will County and still had to be 
served the arrest warrant and 
transferred to Kankakee County 
to appear before a judge. 

Will County sheriff’s office 
spokeswoman Kathy Hoffmeyer 
said Boshears is amember of the 
Outlaws Motorcycle Club. Will 
County sheriff’s SWAT officers 
executed a search warrant 
Thursday morning at the group’s 
clubhouse, which is near the bar 
where Kearns worked. Officers 
seized Boshears’ white Dodge 
Charger from the clubhouse 
parking lot after the search, 
Hoffmeyer said. The vehicle was 
still being processed Friday, she 
said. 

Patel said any possible con- 
nection his client might have to 
the Outlaws “is potentially re- 
mote and irrelevant to this case.” 

“A person who stands accused 
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Jackson reveals he has Parkinson’s disease 


Civil rights leader says 
diagnosis ‘is not a stop 
sign but rather a signal’ 


By LEONOR VIVANCO 
Chicago Tribune 


The Rev. Jesse Jackson re- 
vealed in a statement Friday that 
he has been diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease. 

The 76-year-old civil rights 
leader said he had found it 
difficult to perform routine tasks 
and, after a battery of tests, was 
diagnosed by his physicians with 
Parkinson’s, a disease that ailed 
his father. 

“My family and I began to 
notice changes about three years 
ago. For a while, I resisted 
interrupting my work to visit a 
doctor. But as my daily physical 
struggles intensified I could no 
longer ignore the symptoms, so I 
acquiesced,” he said in a state- 
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The Rev. Jesse Jackson, 76, announced Friday that after a battery of 
tests, he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s, a disease that ailed his dad. 


ment. 

Northwestern Medicine also 
released a statement saying Jack- 
son was diagnosed with the 
disease in 2015 and that doctors 


had been treating him in an 
outpatient setting. Northwestern 
described Parkinson’s as a “prog- 
ressive degenerative disorder 
that results from loss of cells in 


various parts of the brain that 
control movement.” 

US. Rep. Danny Davis said he 
has noticed some symptoms in 
Jackson, such as a change in his 
walk and slowed speech. 

“It’s a sad day in my life to 
know that my friend of all these 
years has reached that stage,” 
Davis said Friday after a ground- 
breaking ceremony on the Uni- 
versity of Illinois at Chicago 
campus. 

“For 50 years that I’ve known 
Jesse Jackson, he has been an 
absolute voice of progressive 
thought, progressive devel- 
opment, representing the views 
and needs of the downtrodden. I 
tell you it’s going to be a great loss 
ifhis voice is not able to be heard,” 
Davis said. 

Jackson, who marched with 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., is 
the founder and president of the 
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ANALYSIS 


Trump goes with 
his gut on Franken, 


but mum on Moore 
Nation & World, Page 5 


Medicare ‘Part B’ 
premiums to rise 


next year for many 
Nation & World, Page 5 
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Tom Skilling’s forecast High 49 Low27 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back of Chicago Sports 
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